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How wi || Open Transport benefit users, network managers and organizations, and
devel opers?
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Open Transport provides individual conputer users with many benefits. Two of the
nost visible and inportant benefits relate to making networking nore
accessi bl e:

Ease of Switching Network Configurations

Open Transport nakes it easy to switch fromone network configuration to

anot her. A computer user "on the go" might want to connect to the Internet in
various locations, each requiring a different network configuration. Wth Qpen
Transport, settings for each network | ocation can be stored for easy access and
use. Changed settings are available inmrediately -- no restart of the conputer is
required to use the new configuration.

Integrated Online Help

Open Transport integrates online help, based on Apple CGuide technol ogy, to nake
it easier for an individual to connect to a network, with fewer demands on

net wor k manager and support resources.

Open Transport provides significant new flexibility in setting up network
configurations. A network manager can recomend or require configuration
settings for users on the network, or allow users to determ ne their own
settings.

Open Transport al so inproves support for centralized configurati on nanagenent.
For exanple, Open Transport/TCP supports the Dynam c Host Configuration Protocol
(DHCP), letting network managers admini ster addressing and other TCP/IP
configuration information froma central server.

Open Transport nakes it easier and nore cost-effective to devel op
Maci nt osh- based applications for a wide variety of custoners. Wth Open
Transport, the Mac OGS has built-in networking and comuni cations based on



cross-platformindustry standards, including the POSI X conpliant X Open
Transport Interface (XTl), Unix STREAMs and Data Link Provider Interface (DLPI).
Applications witten to support Open Transport can directly support a w de range
of networking environments (serial, dial-up network, LAN, and WAN), and nultiple
protocol s (AppleTal k, TCP/IP, serial, and others) froma comobn code base.

This article was published in the "Information Alley":
Vol une |1, Issue 8, Page 14

Article Change History:
26 Sep 1995 - Added Info Alley information; updated article.
22 Aug 1995 - Changed title.

Support Information Services
Copyri ght 1995, Apple Computer, Inc.

Keywords: kall ey

This information is fromthe Apple Technical Information Library.

19960215 11:05: 19. 00
Tech Info Library Article Number: 17961



