ABS Tech Note: AS06 AppleSearch and XTND (6/94)

Article Created: 23 June 1994

This technical note describes Appl eSearch and XTND t echnol ogy.
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When Appl eSearch is indexing data, if the file is a text file, it will inport it
directly. For files that are formatted, however, it uses the XTND technology to
import the data. This has the advantage of all ow ng Appl eSearch to be extended
easily to support new data types, but also creates sonme potential reliability

i ssues that need to be considered.

Supported file formats

Appl eSearch 1.0 ships with an XTND that supports the following file formats. The
formats are all supported by the MacLi nkPlus XTND that ships w th Appl eSearch:
MacWite v4.5, v5.0 and vlil; Wrd Perfect v1.0, v2.0, v2.1 (Mac); M5 Word v3,

v4, v5, v5.1 (Mac); M5 Works WP v2.0 & v3.0; FrameMaker MF v2.0, v3.0;

PageMaker 4.0; Ragtine 3.1; AppleWrks; WiteNow v2, v3; N sus v3; PICT (only
text extraction); EXCEL (tab text - no formula); Ms Word for Wndows - 1.0, 2.0;
and WordPerfect for Wndows - 5.1.

To support additional formats, DataViz has an XTND t hat suppl ements Appl eSearch
1.0 and supports the followi ng formats: Macintosh Wrd Processi ng; FrameMaker
MF - 2.0, 3.0; Nisus - 3.0; MacWite - 4.5, 5.0; MacWite Il; M5 Wrd Mc -
3.0, 4.0, 5.0, 5.1; M5 Wrks WP Mac - 2.0, 3.0; PICT (text extraction); Ragtine
- 3.1; Rich Text RTF; WordPerfect Mac - 1.0, 2.0, 2.1; WiteNow - 2.0, 3.0;

Appl eworks WP - 2.0, 3.0, GS

It al so supports inmporting the following DOS formats: AmiPro - 1.0, 2.0;

DCA- RFT; MS Wrd DOS - 5.5; Ms Wrd for Wndows - 1.0, 2.0; M5 Wirks WP DOS; M
Wrks WP Wndows; Miultimate; Miultimate 4; OficeWiter - 5.0, 6.0; Professiona
Wite; WrdPerfect DOS - 4.2, 5.0, 5.1; WrdPerfect for Wndows - 5.1; WrdStar
3.4, 5.5, - 7.0; XYWite Ill. The follow ng spreadsheet formats are avail abl e as
tabbed text as well: AppleWrks SS; Excel - 2.2, 3.0, 4.0; Lotus - VKS, WK1; M
Wrks SS Mac - 2.0, 3.0; M Wrks SS DOS; M5 Wrks SS Wndows; SYLK. To get the
XTND t hat supports these additional formats, please contact DataViz for pricing
and availability.

XTND war ni ngs



If you're planning on installing your own XTNDs i nto Appl eSearch, there are a
coupl e of potential problens you need to be aware of.

First, we've found that sone publicly avail able XTNDs have bugs or nenory
managemnent probl ems that mght not show up under casual use, but under the heavy
use Appl eSearch nmakes of XTND can cause server failures. An XTND used by a word
processor to inport a file that | eaves a nenory pointer allocated doesn't
usual |y cause a problem but that sane XTND being used to inport 1,500 files can
significantly fragment nmenory and cause the server to fail. If you install your
own XTNDs and start having server reliability problenms, you should renove them
and test themindividually for problens.

Al so, the XTND protocol allows one XTND to define itself as the XTND that
attenpts to translate any unknown formats. The XTND shi pped with Appl eSearch is
one of these, so if you install your own default XTND, AppleSearch will give
priority to its own and your XTND will never get call ed.

Pl ease note that not all XTNDs will work under Appl eSearch. Appl eSearch requires
that the XTNDs do text extraction, not format conversion. W have found, for
instance, that the CarisWrks XTND will not function under Appl eSearch
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