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My conpany has a growi ng nunmber of custoners in Europe, and we need to

conmuni cate (E-nail) with themvia the Maci ntosh. Qur corporate backbone

al ready has an X 400 gateway, but we need a front-end, nmuch |ike ApplelLink, to
facilitate national and international comunication. 1|s there such an
application?

DIl SCUSSI ON - - - - - = o s mm e oo m e e e e oo
Appl e used RetixMail for a Macintosh denonstration in Hanover

Appl e Europe denonstrated the WOPODA devel oper tool at the |ast Hanover fair.
It is based on the ODA (O fice Docunment Architecture) standard and lets you do
conversions fromany word processor to ODIF (O fice Docunent |nterchange
Format), a standardized format for docunents. W needed an X 400 product to
send the ODIF docunments to the other vendors (including DEC, 1BM Sun, HP, and
so on) and used RetixMail for the Macintosh. Here is sone information about
Appl e's forthcom ng sol ution:

The Apple X 400 product is an X 400-conpliant MIA (Message Transfer Agent) that

runs on any nodul ar Maci ntosh under System 7. 1t includes the seven |ayers of
the OSI nmodel. It works either over X. 25 (on top of the MacX25 product) or
over 802.3 (this is the nost used link inthe US.). It lets Mcintosh users

gai n access to public X 400 networks or to connect to their private X 400
backbone.

Note that APDA is the distributor for the Apple X 400 product to give
devel opers the opportunity to wite client software for it.

There are two existing X 400 solutions for the Mcintosh, to our know edge,



fromRetix and SAIC (formerly Touch Conmuni cations). They are simlar in their
design: the MIA (Message Transfer Agent = the X 400 server) runs on a PC and
the UAs (User Agents = the clients) run on a Macintosh. So, you need one PC,
at least, to access the X 400 backbone.

- Retix did a PC-based MIA and created two versions of their own client:
Reti xMail for the PC and RetixMail for the Macintosh. You have to buy both
client and server software to use it.

- Touch took another approach: they did an X 400 gateway for M crosoft Mail and
one for QuickMail. Macintosh users who use Mcrosoft Miil or QuickMiil today
can keep their existing client software. They just have to buy a PC with Touch
X. 400 software plus either the Mcrosoft Miil gateway or the Qui ckMail gateway
to connect to the X 400 backbone.
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