Virtual Network: Apple's Definition
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How does Apple define the termvirtual network?

| have heard virtual network defined as the entire Internet; that is,
enconpassing all networks attached to the physical cable. However, |
understood the termvirtual network to nean an individual network, which is, in
turn, attached to the Internet. Do you know if one definition is an industry
standard and the other an Apple definition?
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From our research, there is no industry standard definition for the term
"virtual network".

In Appl eTal k Phase 2, a physical network can have a range of network
nunbers associated with it. Each of these network nunbers is assigned to a
virtual network. A node on this extended network woul d dynamically choose
its network nunmber fromthe range. What this neans is that users can use
the virtual network nunbers to have nore than 253 nodes on a | arge physica
network without having to break up their |arge physical networks into
cables with fewer nodes on them

We are not sure about your first definition. It sounds like a definition for a
"l ogi cal network" that enconpasses all entities that make up the entire
networ k, regardl ess of protocols or physical cabling.

For more information, please refer to the Technical Details of AppleTal k Phase
2 section in the LAN M nds training binders.
Copyri ght 1989 Apple Conputer, Inc.

Keywords: <None>

This information is fromthe Apple Technical Information Library.

19960215 11:05: 19. 00
Tech Info Library Article Number: 4362



