3COM EtherLink: Running AppleTalk and Ether Talk Concurrently

This article last reviewed: 23 August 1989

Regardi ng the concurrent use of AppleTal k and Et her Tal k:

| have 3COM s EtherLink/NB interface cards using EtherTal k and runni ng 3COM s
3+Share for the Macintosh. Here is ny procedure:

1) | log on to the Internet Server using the Chooser. (The CDEV is set to
Et her Tal k.)
2) 1 link the appropriate Servers, printers, shared folders, etc.

3) | change the CDEV back to Local Tal k, and a warni ng di al og box appears
telling us that we will |ose our current connection. Choose OK

4) | go back to the Chooser and select a LaserWiter fromthe AppleTal k
net wor k.

5) | still have an EtherTal k connection! | haven't |ost anything, and
Appl eTal k is active.

| have al ways thought that a workstation could use only one Appl eTal k
connection at a tinme (although it may be physically connected to severa
net wor ks, sendi ng and receiving data over the sel ected network connection).

Wiy and how does this 3COM Et herLink continue to work? Doesn't the LAP Manager
send packets to the connection selected in the Control Panel?
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As a user, you can have access to only one physical network at a tinme through
the Iink access you specify via the Control Panel

During tests, when we change our network device in the Control Panel, we do

| ose our connections to our network services. W suspect that the 3COM
software is not actually using AppleTalk, but instead is inplenenting its own
protocol stack, which bypasses even the LAP specified by the Network Control
Panel devi ce.



If this is the case, then only the Appl eTal k- based services would be | ost whi
all of the 3COM services would renmain unaffected including the servers. This
woul d nmean that you actually don't have EtherTal k, but you do have the 3COM
Et her net connection still up and running.
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