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Ether Talk: The Number of Possible Nodesin a System
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Here is a brief description of a corporation's EtherNet installation. They
have used Ethernet as the primary conmuni cations nedi um for achi eving
transparent connectivity throughout the system

Nunber of segnents > 50

Nurmber of nodes >500

Span of network > 20 KM (usi ng Ethernet bridges)
Nunber of canpuses 4

Nunber of Kinetics FastPath Gateways = 9

The current Node ID field allows only 127 individual stations. Does that nean
only 128 Maci ntosh conputers can be connected directly to the Ethernet? What
about software bridges |ike Liaison? Wat about GatorBox, which promses to
beconme the InterBridge of EtherTal k?

Et her Tal k nakes no distinction (through node |IDs) between users and servers.
Rather, it reserves two nodes for "send to self" and "send to all" addresses.
This | eaves 254 of 256 possible nodes available for users and servers.

Custonmers use Zone and Net IDs to divide users into zones. Gatorbox's

Et her net -t o- Et hernet bridgi ng capabilities allow EtherTal k networks to extend
wel I beyond the 254 nodes avail able. Under Gaterbox, you can directly connect
Et her net Maci nt oshes by routing Zone and Net IDs simlar to the zoning done
with InterBridges.
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