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How do | use the WAI S gateway capability of AppleSearch 1.5 to access
i nformati on on the Internet?
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Appl eSearch is Apple's client/server information retrieval system It allows
users to search large text databases for topics of interest. The Appl eSearch
WAIS (Wde Area Information Server) gateway expands the scope of Appl eSearch
beyond Local Area Networks to the Internet.

The WAI' S gateway, the primary new feature of AppleSearch 1.5, allows Macintosh
users on a AppleTal k network to search WAI'S servers on the Internet for
information related to specific topics or keywords.

| NTERNET CONNECTI ON

In order to use the Appl eSearch/ WAI S gat eway, you nust have a TCP/IP connection
froma Macintosh to the Internet. This can be acconplished with the Apple IP
Gat eway software, Shiva Fastpath, C sco router or some other DDP/I|P (Datagram
Delivery Protocol/Internet Protocol) gateway. The Internet connection can be
either dial-up or dedicated.

HOW I T WORKS

The Appl eSearch server software handles all comrunication with the Appl eSearch
client Macintosh computers on your AppleTal k network. The WAI'S gateway software
communi cates with the Appl eSearch server via Apple Events and handl es al

comuni cations with the Internet-based WAIS servers. Both the Appl eSearch
server and WAI'S gateway software reside on the sane Maci ntosh conputer (You
could also install the Apple IP Gateway software on this sane nachine to provide
a cost effective Internet connection).

Once the I P connection to the Internet is in place, you will use the WAIS
gateway software to connect to WAIS.com (the WAIS server directory on the
Internet) and download its |ist of known WAIS servers. Fromthis list you wll
use the Appl eSearch server software to specify which WAIS servers or "libraries"
can be accessed by your Appl eSearch clients.



An Appl eSearch client on the AppleTal k LAN can make requests for information
fromavailable WAIS servers. The WAIS servers will appear as Appl eSearch
libraries. When a request is made, it is passed fromthe Appl eSearch server to
the WAI S gateway, reformatted, and sent on to the target WAIS server. The WAIS
server returns a ranked relevance list of docunent titles or "hits" that fit the
criteria of the search. The Appl eSearch user then selects which docunment hel/she
wants to view. That docunent is downl oaded fromthe WAIS server, through the
WAl S gateway, to the Appl eSearch server and nade avail able to the Appl eSearch
client user.

Usi ng Appl eSearch, users don't have to have direct Internet access to nmake use
of Internet resources; they can go through the server fromeither their desktop
or portable conputer w thout being directly connected to the Internet

t hensel ves. This gateway approach allows the Appl eSearch server admi nistrator
to choose which WAI'S sources are available to the LAN users, allowing their

sel ection on the basis of what is appropriate or applicable to the users.
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