AppleTalk: FastPath & GatorBox are Protocol Converter & Router

This article |last reviewed: 21 June 1989

Is it true that a box, |like the GatorBox and FastPath, can act in two
nodes, both operating at the sane tine if necessary?
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It is true that a FastPath (and a GatorBox) can be both a protoco
converter and an Appl eTal k router.

These npdes are as a sinple router and as a gateway. As a sinple router, it
t akes Appl eTal k packets from one physical network (like Local Tal k) and
routes themto anot her physical network (like EtherTalk). As a gateway, it
takes data froma TCP/IP network and converts it to AppleTal k protocols
(encapsul ating the TCP/I P packet in an Appl eTal k packet) at the sane tine
as sendi ng from one physical network to another in the sane manner as the
router aspect.

A vocabul ary note: A gateway perforns protocol conversion, |ike
Appl eTal k to TCP/IP. A bridge connects two physical networks as one
| ogi cal network. In AppleTalk ternms, this would nean that both physica

net wor ks woul d have the sane network nunber. A router connects two physica
net wor ks and maintains them as separate |ogical networks. In AppleTalk
terms, this means that each network has different network numbers although
they may or may not be in the sane zone.
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