Apple Internet Router: General Q& A (2/93)

Article Created: 8 February 1993

This article contains Apple Internet Router product rel ated Questions and
Answer s.
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VWhat did Apple introduce at Networld in Boston this January?

Appl e introduced the Apple Internet Router product famly. The new
product line allows |ocal and renote Macintosh conputers or PC

wor kgroups to easily interconnect. The new router software

al l ows organi zations to increase the size, performance, and nmanageability
of their AppleTalk networks. It is also Apple's first inplenentation of
t he Appl eTal k Updat e- based Routing Protocol (AURP), a new technol ogy

that significantly reduces network traffic over an internet.

VWhat is a router?

Routers are devices that can connect nultiple networks, providing for
two or nore connections. Routers operate at Level 3 (network) of the

| SO CSI nopdel and are protocol sensitive, allowing a router to send data
packets along alternate paths and "intelligently" decide how to best
route data packets. Routers send data along the best available path
based on traffic levels, availability, and the general status of w de-
area connecti ons.

VWhat are the products that make up this famly?

Apple is introducing three Apple Internet Router products: a base
routing software kit and two extension kits. The Basic Connectivity
Package provides the core routing software and technol ogy. Apple's two
ext ensi on packages—the Appl eTal k/1 P Wde Area Extension and the
Appl eTal k/ X. 25 Wde Area Extension—provide w de area Appl eTal k routing
over TCP/IP and X 25 networks, respectively. The extension kits are
sol d separately.

Wiy is the Appl eTal k/ X25 W de Area Extension product so nuch nore
expensi ve than the other router famly products?

The Appl eTal k/ X25 W de Area Extension product includes Router X 25
software and installer in addition to Apple's MacX25 server software
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The price is derived fromthe conbined cost of the router X 25 software
and the MacX25 sever software.

Do you need to purchase the Basic Connectivity Package in order to use
Apple's X. 25 or TCP/I P extension packages as well as other third-party
ext ensi on products?

Yes. The Basic Connectivity Package provides the core routing software
and technol ogy on which the extension products build.

How can | get nore information or place an order?

These products will be avail able worldw de from Appl e aut hori zed
resellers and in the United States: call The Apple Catal og at

1- 800- 795- 1000.

How does the new internet router product famly differ fromApple's

current internet router -- the AppleTalk Internet Router 2.07?
The new router is a conpletely redesigned product with many capabilities
beyond the 2.0 router, while still providing all the functionality of the

2.0 router. The new router provides both w de-area and | ocal -area
networ ki ng. Superior WAN connectivity is nade possible by inplenmenting
a new technology -- called the Appl eTal k Updat e-based Routing Protocol
(AURP) -- which significantly reduces network traffic. It also provides
support for the Sinple Network Managenent Protocol (SNMP). The new
router software al so provi des enhanced LAN support, routing data between
i ndustry standard Local Tal k, Ethernet, Token-Ri ng, and other network

types.

WIIl the AppleTalk Internet Router 2.0 still be available after the new
router products begin shipping?

No. The new Apple Internet Router product famly replaces Apple's
current router, the AppleTalk Internet Router 2.0.

I's Appl e providing upgrades for AppleTalk Internet Router 2.0 users?
Yes. Apple will provide software upgrades until June 12, 1993, with
proof of purchase.

VWhat network types does the Apple Internet Router work on?

The Basi ¢ Connectivity package ships with support for AppleTal k over
Local Tal k, Ethernet, and Token Ri ng networks, and (using AURP) over

di al -up nodens. The Appl eTal k/1 P extension ships with support for
Appl eTal k "tunneling" through TCP/I P (using AURP) over either Ethernet
or Token Ring, and the AppleTal k/ X. 25 extensi ons supports X. 25 over
Apple's Serial/NB card. Third parties will be adding support for nany
ot her network types, such as FDDI and SMDS

VWho are the third parties building extensions for the new router product
famly?

There are a variety of third-party conpani es buil ding extensions for the
Appl e Internet Router product famly, including Asante, Farallon
Conputing, Insignia, MiltiAccess Conputing, Neon Software, and Cabl etron
There are al so nmany conpani es that have not yet announced

support for AURP, but are expected to do so in the near future. For
detailed informati on of current solutions, see the Apple Internet
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VWhat security features does it have?

The new router includes security options to protect networks from

unaut hori zed use, including a router setup password, half-routing

passwor d/ cal | back, and the device hiding and network nunmber hiding
features of AURP

What nonitor and control features does it offer?

The new router has built-in SNVWP (Sinple Network Managenent Protocol)
support which enables the router to be nonitored from any SNWP-based
net wor k managenent console. It also provides a router |1og and reports
network statistics.

VWhat is the significance of providing built-in support for SNWP?

SNWP is a wi del y-adopted industry standard for network managenment, which
Appl e has adopted as the core part of its network managenment strategy.
Through SNWVP, the setup and operation of the router can be nonitored

t hrough any nunber of currently available third-party SNVP consol es.

Use of SNWP al so denonstrates Apple's continued conmitnent to standards.

How do the new router products enhance |ocal area connectivity?

The Apple Internet router can interconnect all types of AppleTal k
networ ks, including Local Tal k, Ethernet, and Token Ring. This offers
greater flexibility in choosing network nedia and topol ogi es.

VWhat are the operating requirenents of the software?

The Apple Internet Router software operates on all Macintosh conputers
with at |east 4MB of nenory, and System 7.0 or later. The

sof tware was designed for Appl eTal k Phase 2 networks only.
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