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This article answers questions that relate to Apple Internet Router and AURP
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Q What exactly is AURP?

A: AURP (Appl eTal k Updat e- based Routing Protocol) specifies a standard way
of connecting Appl eTal k networks over point-to-point |ines such as
di al up nodens and T-1 lines and of tunneling AppleTal k through foreign

network systems, such as TCP/IP, X 25, OSI and DECnet. It was designed
to i nprove AppleTal k for use on w de-area networks, including
t el econmuni cation |inks and canpus-|i ke backbone networks. It is an

enhancenent to the AppleTal k architecture that inproves the efficiency
and scalability of large AppleTalk internets, allow ng users to easily
i nterconnect renote Maci ntosh and PC wor kgr oups.

How does AURP reduce network traffic?

AURP provides for efficient routing over point-to-point |ines or
mul ti poi nt connections. As its name inplies, AURP updates routing
tabl es only when a change occurs in the network and does so by
transmitting only the changed information, thereby greatly reducing
traffic.
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Are AURP specifications publicly avail abl e?

Yes. Specifications have been distributed publicly at the Interop Trade
shows and will be avail abl e through APDA (Apple's source for devel oper
tools), and through the internet as an informati on RFC (Request for
Comment ) .
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Are there other products available that inplenent AURP?

Various third parties have denonstrated functioning versions of AURP at
Interop in 1992. W cannot discuss unannounced products by any of the
third parties.
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Was AURP devel oped as a repl acenent routing protocol for RTMP?
No. AURP was devel oped to conpl enent the Appl eTal k RTMP (Routing Tabl e
Mai nt enance Protocol). RTMP was primarily designed for LANs, while AURP
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was specifically designed to conplement RTMP by providi ng wi de-area
capabilities.

Wy didn't Apple wait for the standards groups to set an AURP standard?
Qur custoners clearly indicated the need for an AURP-type sol ution as
soon as possible. Wile Apple fully supports working wth standards
groups, such as the |IETF, doing so greatly delays a product's

time to market, often by several years. |n order to supply custoners
with a tinely solution, we choose to inplenent AURP in the Apple
Internet Router product famly.

What is Apple doing to get AURP adopted as an industry standard?

Apple is presently evangelizing AURP, touting its perfornance and
flexibility to custonmers, third party vendors and standards groups, such
as the Appl eTal k Network Forum (ANF) and the | ETF.

Are you working with the | ETF?

Yes. We continue to work with the I ETF on nmany issues, such as network
managenment and Appl eTal k over PPP (Point-to-Point protocol). W wll

al so be publishing the AURP specification as an informational RFC
(Request for Comment).
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