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The following article is the Read Me docunent for the Appl eShare Custom Settings
(ASCS) application.
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| nportant Information about Appl eShare Custom Settings

There are two reasons that an adm nistrator m ght choose to use the Appl eShare
Custom Settings (ASCS) application to configure their AppleShare server.

« To enable large vol une support on servers with volunmes between 2 and 4
gi gabyt es.

e To increase the nunber of open files the server will support for renote
clients.

The vast najority of AppleShare sites will not require either of these options.
The Appl eShare Custom Settings application can only be run on systens with
Appl eShare 4.2.1 or later.

Large Vol une Support

When a client nounts a server volunme, AppleShare returns the disk infornmation
for the volume nounted. Support for large volumes that are greater than 2

gi gabytes was added with System 7.5. Versions of the Finder prior to 7.5 are not
able to function correctly with volunes that are larger than 2 gi gabytes.

Since Appl eShare can't deternine the version of systemsoftware a client is
using, it ensures that the disk information is 'clipped to 2 gigabytes for
backward conpatibility. In this case, clients generally function as you would
expect with a significant caveat. Wiile the user is able to copy data to or from
such a volume, the disk information displayed in the Finder is not accurate.

Only the "in disk' or the "available wll be accurate. The other value will be

i naccurate.

For admini strators who understand the backward conpatibility issues, the

Appl eShare Custom Settings nakes it possible to configure AppleShare 4.2.1 or
| ater server to return accurate disk information for volunes up to 4 gigabytes
in size.



WARNING |If a client running systemsoftware prior to System 7.5 nounts an

Appl eShare server with the | arge vol une support enabled and the volune is |arger
than 2 gi gabytes, the Mac may crash and data | oss can occur. Apple will only
support this option with clients and servers that are using System 7.5 or

| ater.

Maxi mum Nunber of Open Files

The Mac O'S allows a maxi mum of 346 open files at any one tinme. This nunber

i ncludes files opened by the systemon the user's behalf. Also, a file with both
the data and resource forks open, count as two files. For nulti-user database
applications using AppleShare this limtation can significantly reduce the
nunber of users that can be supported at any one tine.

However, often these applications are opening the sane file(s) over and over in
read only node. For exanple, each user that signs in might open the user-id
file. Afeature introduced with AppleShare 4.2 was the ability to track and
count these read only requests and, while the 346 unique file Iimt remained,

it allowed many nore users to access the database.

Most servers will not run into the default limt of 3,000 open files. However,
for those that do, the adm nistrator can now i ncrease the naxi nrum nunber of
concurrent open files to 6,000 using the Appl eShare Custom Settings
application.
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