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| have a question about shared applications on an Appl eShare server. |
want the ability to restrict the nunmber of concurrent |aunches of an
application to the nunber licensed fromthe application's vendor. W know
t hat Appl eShare doesn't do this now, and the Maci ntosh OS doesn't
necessarily support this function either

OS/ 2 LAN Manager has this capability, and people are using this function to
save nmoney and reduce support costs by having only one copy of the
application to update for all of its DOS users on the network.

Do you know of any third-party utilities that will restrict the nunber of
concurrent launches to an application on a server? Ganted, application

vendors don't normally license their software this way. However, | could
still purchase x nunber of copies of an application and then inpose the
limt of x concurrent |aunches of the application and still save nobney on

t he support costs and the reduce the total nunber of copies that would be
needed.
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You are correct that AppleShare doesn't now limt the concurrent nunber of
tinmes an application is |aunched.

Appl eShare Product Managenent brought to our attention a product described
inthe following article (by Eric J. Adans) fromthe March 13, 1990, issue
of MacVEEK:

"Hanover, N H. --A Dartnouth Coll ege math professor has devel oped a
net wor k- based softwar e- nanagenment programthat sol ves several problens
associated with distribution and piracy prevention

"The program called KeyServer, is nowin use at Dartnouth, and its
devel oper, Dr. Denis Devlin, hopes to begin conmercial nmarketing later this
year.



"KeyServer's installation programlets admnistrators nodi fy popul ar
applications, based on the provisions of their site license, so they wll
run only after receiving a "launch enabl e" nmessage over the network. To
| aunch copies of nodified programs froma |ocal hard disk, each user nust
have a "network pass,"” which is installed as a Startup docunent (INT) in
the user's system fol der.

"I'f the maxi num nunber of users allowed by the site license is using the
program si nul t aneously, KeyServer will not give access to a prospective
user. Instead, it passes a nessage that "All |icensed copies are currently
in use." When the programis freed, KeyServer returns a pop-up nessage to

t he prospective user, indicating that a | aunch is possible.

"KeyServer also allow network administrators to nonitor current software
access and generates a usage | og, which can be used to negotiate or
renegotiate site licenses with vendors, Devlin said. Several |arge vendors
have expressed interest in the program he added.

"It allows us to nake a wide variety of software avail able w thout having
to put a lot of noney down for a site license on a bet that the program
will be used," said Larry Levine, director of user services for the nore
than 5,000 Maci ntoshes on-line at Dartmouth. "W can freely distribute
copi es of prograns without giving away control of their use.”

"KeyServer differs fromother Mcintosh software nanagenment prograns
because "Only the command to | aunch cones over the network," Devlin said.
"The progranms reside on the user's hard disk, cutting down on network
traffic trenmendously.”

"KeyServer also allows the administrator to turn access to a program on or
off for any length of time or to shut off access to old versions of
software. The program does not require a dedicated server

"Devlin is currently beta testing KeyServer at industry sites and
negotiating licensing agreenents with vendors. Through his conpany,
Sassafras, Devlin hopes to have shrink-w apped versions ready by sunmer.
Though pricing has not been set, Devlin said it will be tied to the nunber
of nodes per network."
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