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Whi ch nakes nore sense to increase network performance when getting files
fromthe hard drive of a file server?

- Upgrade the server to a faster CPU? (e.g. froma Macintosh Il to Ilfx)
- Add SCSI Cards to speed up performance of the disk drive?
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It depends on what part of the systemis currently the bottl eneck and how
much you want to spend. Since the target is the CPU and I/O, we assune
you' re already using EtherTal k and not Local Talk. This is the nost
obvious first step to inprove performance.

The next step depends on what the nost inportant application is on

the server. Upgrading the CPU froma Macintosh Il to a Macintosh I1fx can
hel p a nunber of server operations a little, but it won't nmake dramatic
differences. |If a high percentage of the server's time is spent waiting
for the disk drive to conplete seek operations (such as with nulti-user
dat abase applications), then speeding up this waiting won't do nuch good,
and you shoul d consider a higher performance disk drive. This may consi st
of a disk drive with faster seeks and throughput, but could al so be

a caching SCSI card such as the DayStar SCSI PowerCard with severa
nmegabyt es of cache RAM Each contributes uni que advant ages.

A conbination of all of these upgrades woul d give the highest perfornance
i mprovenent. Since we haven't perforned any benchnmarks on this subject,
we can't provide you with real nunbers for conparison. Qur recommendation
is to obtain a caching SCSI card for evaluation and decide if it provides
t he necessary performance inprovenents.

Copyright 1991 Apple Conmputer, Inc.

Keywords: <None>



This information is fromthe Apple Technical Information Library.

19960215 11: 05: 19. 00
Tech Info Library Article Number: 8558



