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TOPIC -----------------------------------------------------------

How does a remote system get assigned an AppleTalk node address when dialing in
through Apple Remote Access (ARA)? Is the AppleTalk address dynamically assigned
at connection, or does the ARA MultiPort (MP) Server assign the node address?

DISCUSSION ------------------------------------------------------

AppleTalk node address allocation occurs when an ARA MP Server's ports are
configured at startup. When a port is turned on, the ARA MP Server goes on the
network to see what node addresses are available and allocates one per port
based on that availability, in other words, dynamic address allocation. That is
why configuring the ports takes some time.

A port will retain this same node address for all calls made to that port, even
if someone dials in, disconnects, and then dials back to the same port. The same
node address will be used. If the port is turned off, the node address may get
used by another computer on the network. When you turn the port back on, the
process mentioned above is repeated.

So, to answer the question, the node address is "static" as long as the port is
on.
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