DOS Compatibility Card: 2 MB of RAM Corrupts BIOS (2/95)
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After installing the DOS Conpatibility Card for the Power Macintosh 6100, |
received a menory error when | tried to start M5-DOS. | am sharing 2 MB of RAM
frommy Power Macintosh 6100. | tried using the F5 and F8 keys to bypass the
AUTOEXEC. BAT and CONFI G SYS, but they did not work. Are these keys supported?

| found a reference in the DOS Conpatibility Card User's Quide that the BI OGS can
get corrupted using only 2 MB of nenory. Can the BIOS really get corrupted?
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Yes, the corruption of ROMBIOS is a real possibility as docunented on page 58

of the DOS Conpatibility Card User's Guide. If the DOS Conpatibility Card only

has 2 MB of RAM and the TESTMEM switch is not off, the card is unusabl e because
t he ROM BI OS becones corrupted during the nmenory test.

The mini mum menory requirenents for the 6100 DOS Conpatibility Card are at |east
8 MB RAMwith 2 MB shared for the PC. This is docunented on page 90 of DOS
Conpatibility Card User's Guide. The requirements listed on the box for the DOS
Conpatibility Card are 4 MB for the card plus the nenory required for the

Maci ntosh OS. Since System 7.5 requires 8 MB on the Power Maci ntosh conputers,
there should be a mninmumof 12 MB of RAMin a Power Macintosh using System 7.5
The nmenory requirenments are | ower when System 7.1.2 is used because 7.1.2 only
require 4 MB RAM

The F5 and F8 keys do work on the DOS Conpatibility Card. You have to wait for
the "Starting M5-DOS..." nmessage to appear before you press the function keys.
If the keys are pressed before this message is displayed, they are ignored by
Ms- DOS. Ot her Ms-DOS conputers al so have this same behavi or.
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