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Pascal I11: RPS File Space Allocation

This article last reviewed: 21 Septenber 1984

The Apple Il Pascal RPS unit usually creates two SCS files for each RPS
file; noreover, your SCS file with the .1 (index) may be listed as having too
many bl ocks conpared to the di sk space available. This file functions well,
except that you're unable to copy this file to another disk regardl ess of the
amount of room on the destination disk. Attenpts to copy this file will give
you a "NO ROOM ON VOLUME" error.

RPS uses "sparse files", files that are logically larger than the actua
nunber of bl ocks required to store the information. Since early versions of
SOS (pre SOS 1.3) did not know about sparse files, they will copy the files
Wi t hout errors.

Anot her exanple of a sparse file is a Business BASIC random access file
having a record |l ength of 1024, but only using record 1 and record 1000.
Logically, this file requires 2002 bl ocks; actually, only 6 bl ocks are used.
Again, an early version of SOS will copy the file.
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