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ProDOS 1.1.1: Track O not automatically protected

In ProDOS 1.1.1 and ProDOS 8 v1.2, part of the Disk Il 1/O driver code causes
occasi onal trashing of track O.

ProDOS 8 v1.3 and 16 were changed to solve this problem first reported in
the January 1986 issue of Open Apple. An Applesoft solution appears in the
Novermber 1986 issue in an article entitled "ProDOS bug found in Australia".

The begi nning code of the driver perfornms a series of instructions intended
to de-activate any UniDisk 3.5 s that nmay happen to be on line. The probl em
occurs when these instructions cause a clash on the disk drive port data
lines. The clash may put in wite node any 5.25" disk drive (Disk Il

Uni Di sk, Apple 5.25, DuoDisk, or Apple Ilc external drive). ProDOS 1.1.1 and
ProDOS 8 v1.2 do not check for this re-setting, so they act as if the 5.25
drive were in the read-only state (which it is under nornal circunstances).
The next time these versions of ProDOS attenpt to access a 5.25 disk, they
W pe out what they would normally read. In nmany cases, the directory is wi ped
out because nany applications check the directory in order to open a file.
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