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This article discusses four problem areas concerni ng Appl eSoft BASI C and
net wor ks:

Probl ens due to an incorrect file nane.

Probl ens caused by interrupts

Problens with printer tineouts

Problens with "LIST" and sim | ar conmands.

Incorrect File Names

Cccasionally, there are reports of difficulties printing or saving files
using "BASIC. Systenf fromwithin Aristotle. Problens can appear because of
an incorrect file nane. Note that the distribution disks do not contain a
file with the name "BASI C. Systenf. Rather, they showa file with the nane
"BASI C. SYSTEM'. |f "BASIC. Systeni is being called, and only "BASI C. SYSTEM
is available, a nessage stating that the file cannot be found is the
response. |f both the Aristotle designation and the filenane are the sane,
there is no conflict.

I nterrupt Problens

The only known probl em when usi ng Appl esoft BASIC over the network concerns
turning off interrupts fromBASIC. |If the BASIC programturns off the
conputer's interrupts, network difficulties occur. Interrupts are used by
the network to prioritize comunication with workstations. Should these
interrupts be disabled, the network could "hang", because conmunication
with the workstation is not possible.

Printer Tinmeout

If you issue the "PR#7" command, printed within 30 seconds, and issued
"PR#0", then everything works fine. However, if you type "PR#7" and do not
close after printing with a "PR#0", there's a problem After about 2

m nutes, when you try to print again, nothing happens. The printer tinmes
out. You nust close the printer connection for everything to function
correctly.



“LI ST* And Ot her Printer Commands

Anot her printer issue has to do with the "LIST" conmand. For exanple, if,
while trying to print a BASIC listing, you type "PR#7" and i medi ately type
"LI'ST", you won't get a printout of the listing. The reason for this

failure relates to how quickly you type "LIST". After you type "PRE7", it
takes 3 to 5 seconds for the workstation and the networked printer to
establ i sh conmuni cation. |f you type "LIST" before this conmunication |ink
is conpleted, the command will not be recognized as input. As a result,

the printout shows only two Appl esoft pronpts (the right bracket,"]").

To be assured that the conputer accepts the "LIST" command (or any

i medi ate comand that causes printing), wait until the cursor returns to
the screen after typing "PR#7", before entering the next conmand. This
way, you know the network has "digested" the conmand. After finishing the
print job, renmenber to close the printing session by typing "PR#0".
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