Apple Il GS: Choosing Networked | mageWriter
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| have two networks at two different schools. The first network has

approxi mately 30 Apple 11 GS systens, one Maci ntosh SE (acting as an Appl eShare
File Server), a Macintosh SE with HD20 SC, and four ImageWiter |l printers
with Local Talk Option Cards. The network is connected with PhoneNET cabling
and the nmachines are placed in no particular order around the network.

VWhen the | ast Local Talk ImageWiter Il is added to end of the network, the
Local Tal k ImageWiter Il printers drop fromthe Chooser and becone invisible to
the Apple 11 GS systens. The Macintosh SE can still see and print to the

| mageWiters, however. |If the Local Talk ImageWiter Il is noved to another

| ocati on on the network with PhoneNET cabl e and connector box and anot her

Local Tal k ImageWiter Il is put in its place, the sane thing happens. If the
ImgeWiter Il is removed fromthe network, the Apple I1GS systens can see the

other printers.

The second network uses a StarController and PhoneNET. One channel of the
StarController has a Maci ntosh SE/ 30 Appl eShare File Server; the second
channel has 12 Apple II1GS systens, one Maci ntosh SE, and one Local Tal k

ImgeWiter Il; the third channel has 15 Maci ntosh SE systens and three
Local Tal k I mageWiter Il printers. At sone point, when enough machi nes are
added, the same thing as above happens -- that is, the Apple |1 GS systenms can't

see the InageWiters, but the Macintosh systens can.

I ran Inter-Poll on one of these networks after the failure occurred. Al
Apple 11 GS systens and all lmageWiter Il printers were visible.

Note that in both cases the Apple 11 GS systens start up fromthe network.
What m ght cause this? Can you recomend any steps to cure this problenf
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NOTE: We are assum ng that when you speak of using the Chooser, you're talking
about the network | mageWiter CDEV found in the GS/CS Control Panel

The GS/ OGS Control Panel network InmageWiter CDEV cannot handl e nore than three
networ ked I mnageWiters. When the fourth ImageWiter is added to the network,
all networked ImageWiters disappear. There is no way to change the CDEV s



per f or mance.

When using GS/CS applications, the only workaround is to switch off
ImgeWiters until only three are active on the network; make the printer
sel ection via the CDEV;, then power on the remaining printers. Once the

sel ection process is conplete the printing process will work properly. Even
t hough the CDEV cannot locate a printer, the GS/OS Print Manager can.

When using ProDOS 8 applications, using Chooser.ll allows all avail abl e network
ImgeWiters to appear. Using Chooser.ll does not work with GS/ OS applications
because Chooser.|ll stores its choices in the ATINIT file associated with that

user. GS/CS applications |ook to the CDEV choices for printing operations.

In summary:

- For ProDOCS applications, use Chooser.lI.

- For GS/CS applications, use the Control Panel's network | nageWiter CDEV.
When using GS/OS with nore than three I nageWiters on the network,
perform printer choices when only three InageWiters are powered on.

Once chosen, all printers can be powered on and used nornally.
O her than these workarounds, as of April, 1990, there is no solutio to the

GS/ CS Control Panel CDEV probl em
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