Tech Info Library

AppleWorks: Creating database documents from text with tabs

Sone dat abase prograns export text files that have fields separated by tabs
and records by carriage returns. AppleWrks inmports a database file froma
text file when all fields and records are separated by carriage returns. To
convert the tabbed export format to the format Appl eWorks inports, you mnust
use a word processing application or a progranm ng | anguage, such as BASIC or
Pascal , whether or not you have to transfer the data fromthe Macintosh.

Using a word processing application, open the docunment and change the tabs to
carriage returns with a replace conmand. Mst applications have special codes
for the tab and carriage return, such as ~t and “p in McroSoft Wrd. Save
the changes as a text file, which Appl eWrks shoul d accept.

For using a progranm ng | anguage, take this exanple in Applesoft BASIC under
Pr oDCS.

10 ONERR GOTO 130

20 OB="<OLD FILE NANME>"
30 N$="<NEW FI LE NANE>"
40 D$=CHR$( 4)

50 PRI NT D$" OPEN' O$

60 PRI NT D$" OPEN'N$

70 PRI NT D$" READ' O%

80 GET A$

90 PRI NT D$"WRI TE" N$
100 | F A$=CHR$(9) THEN A$=CHR$(13)
110 PRI NT A$;

120 GOTO 70

130 PRI NT D$" CLOSE"

140 END

This program shoul d be saved, along with the exported text file, to a ProDOS
di sk; save the programw th a name such as "TAB2CR'. After substituting
appropriate nanes in lines 20 and 30, run the program AppleWrks should
accept the output file.

Here is a MacPascal programthat could convert the export file of a Macintosh
application such as MacWrks.

program Convert;

type
text = file of char;



var
infile, outfile : text;
c : char;

begi n
{an exanpl e pat hnane could be 'HD: M5 Wirks: ExportFile'}
open(infile, '"export file pathnane');
open(outfile, 'AppleWwrks format file pathnane');
while not (eof (infile)) do
begi n
read(infile, c);
if ord(c) = 9 then

begi n

c .= chr(13);

end;
wite(c); {echo to screen}
wite(outfile, c);
end;

close(infile);
close(outfile);
end.

Substitute appropriate nanes for "export file pathname" and " Appl eWrks
format file pathnanme". After transferring the output file to the Apple |
(with M5 Works or MacTerminal), save the captured file as a text file.
Appl eWor ks shoul d accept the captured file.
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