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Overvi ew

The Apple II1GS Finder is simlar to the Macintosh Finder, but wth enough
variation to nake it a uniquely Apple Il product. The Apple I1GS Finder
works only on an Apple I1GS with at |east 512K of RAM

Avail ability and Distribution

The Apple 11 GS Finder was announced August 11, 1987. At that tine, it was
anticipated that it would be shipped on the Apple 11 GS System Di sk, revision
3.0, and be part of the Endless Disk Drive nmailing the [ ast week of August.
The dealers, in turn, are expected to pass out the new System Di sk revision
freely to their custonmers. Technical Comunications planned to send this disk
out to all our audience around the sane tine.

The Endl ess Disk Drive mailing will contain two System Di sks, revision 2.0 and
3.0. This is bound to cause sone confusion, but it is necessary. The Finder
application replaces the DeskTop programthat has been on earlier versions of
the System Di sk, including version 2.0. Since the Apple 11 GS Finder requires a
512K configuration, we mght |eave sonme people out in the cold with their 256K
machi nes. This way, we are able to give theman up-to-date systemdisk with the
DeskTop programon it, which will run on their nmachines.

This System Di sk revision, including the Finder, will nake its way into new
Appl e 11 GS boxes in the beginning of Septenmber. Because of current stock on
hand, these new systens including the Finder are not expected to hit deal er
shel ves until late Septenber to m d-Cctober.

If current Apple I1GS owners would Iike the Apple 11 GS System Di sk manual that
is going to be bundled with the new Apple 11 GS, along with the System Di sk 3.0,
they may order it fromtheir dealer.

Fi nder Notes and Ti ps

After making a working copy of the original Apple I1GS System Di sk 3.0, unlock
the working diskette. If you don't, the wi ndow positions and icon arrangenents
won't be saved to di sk.

This Finder allows the user to change and save the color of each individual



volunme and file icon.
To reach online Help, pull down the Apple nmenu.

If a volume is brought online while there is another volune of the sane

nane already on the desktop, a dial og box appears, warning the user

that the volunmes have the sanme nanme and that the operation is cancelled. Note,
however, that the disk is not ejected, though the volune has not appeared on
the desktop. It is best after receiving such a message to nmanual |y

ej ect the disk.

I f the nonochrome nmonitor is used, be sure to select the Monochrome setting in
the Apple II1GS control panel. This will use gray scaling to produce a better
overal | inage.

VWhen a 5 1/4" diskette is inserted into the drive, the Apple 11GS Fi nder
doesn't know it's there -- unless you 'tell' it. There are now 5 1/4" disk
drive icons on the desktop, directly bel ow any other volunes that are online.
When a 5 1/4" disk is inserted, be sure to click on the respective icon so the
finder can recogni ze the disk.

The Put Back function in the Apple I1GS Finder is the sane as the Mcintosh
Finder's Put Away function. This nmenu choice lets you return files, that you
have thrown in the trash can or recently noved to the desktop, back to their
original position.

A major difference between the Apple |1 GS Finder and the Maci ntosh Finder is
that the Apple 11 GS version has a Preferences option in the Special nenu. The
Pref erences dial og gives you six check-box options, all defaulted to a

' checked' state. They are:

- Display help for di med conmands

If this option is chosen, the user can select a grayed out nmenu item and
get information on why that itemisn't avail able.

- Doubl e-check before removing files and fol ders
If this option is chosen, the Finder will not delete files or folders until
the user confirms, via a dialog box, that the files or folders should be
del et ed.

- Color selected icon's background instead of its outline

This is personal preference, but the default (background color fill) is
easier to see than a colored outline.

- Save Finder information onto disk

If this option is chosen, the Finder creates a file called FI NDER DATA t hat
records the wi ndow position and size for all open windows. There is also a
file called FINDER ROOT that renmenbers what w ndows were open on the desktop
when the disk was ejected. If you don't want these itenms recorded, desel ect



this check box.
- Hde the Finder's data files

When a wi ndow i s opened, the default is not to display the FI NDER DATA and
FI NDER. ROOT files. If you want them di splayed, deselect this check box.

- Do a smart bl ock copy

VWhen copyi ng di sks of the same size, the default node for the Apple
I1GS Finder is to copy only those bl ocks that contain information. This
speeds up the process. If you want to copy all blocks, regardl ess
of whether they contain information, deselect this check box.
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