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ApplelIGS: Hard Drive Speed is Limited by System Speed

This article last reviewed: 6 January 1988

WIIl a 29ns hard drive performtwice as fast as a 65ns hard drive if both
are run on an Apple 11GS with the Apple SCSI card? In other words, is the
hard drive the sl ower component, or the Apple I1GS with the Apple SCSI card?

The maxi num data transfer rate for the SCSI bus is 1.25 MBytes per second. If
the di sk accesses the data faster than that, it is not apparent to the user
The deternining factor for data transfer is systemoverhead. In this case,
the systemis the slower conponent.

System over head consists of: operating systemtimngs, interface tim ngs,
and the interleave factor for the disk (which is 3 to 1 for the Apple I1GS).
If the 65nms drive is waiting for the Apple II1GS system then changing to a
29ns drive will probably not increase performance.
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