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Apple Desktop Bus: Maximum Number of Devices
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The Appl e Desktop Bus, or ADB, is available on the Apple IIGS, Mcintosh SE
and Macintosh Il for connecting keyboards, mce and other input devices to
the system The Apple Desktop Bus protocol wll acconodate up to 16

devi ces.

ADB devices are typically daisy-chai nged together. Sone devices may

contai n enough internal resistance to limt the nunber of devices you can
connect. For instance, a naxi mum of 4 Apple Keyboards or Appl e Extended
Keyboards plus 1 nouse nay be dai sy-chai ned together before increases in DC
resistance result in drops below TTY levels. It is possible to connect 5
Appl e 11 GS ADB keyboards and a nouse together before resistance increases
to where input via sone devices will be "lost". Look out for other ADB
devices that may have simlar traits.

If input isn't reaching the CPU, break the chain into two chains
(supported by 2 ADB ports on the Macintosh SE and Macintosh 11).

An Apple 11 GS has only one ADB port, so if input isn't reaching the CPU
power off the GS, connect the particular ADB i nput device or devices you
wi sh to use, then connect a linmted nunber of other ADB devices, power up,
and try again. Alternatively, "Y" connectors could help create additiona
chai ns and reduce the nunber of devices on any one of the those chains.
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