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Here are some hel pful tips and hints for using the Apple Il Video Overlay card.
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As you plan your video presentation, think about how the overlay will enhance
your presentation. Do you want to include:

- Opening title and closing credits?
- Highlight information presented in the video?
- Dazzle the audience with special effects?

Pl anni ng For Conputer G aphics

Try to determ ne where the conputer graphics would be useful only where
appropriate. You may find yourself overusing conputer graphics. Consider whether
you shoul d hi ghlight your video with conputer graphics, narration, or a

conbi nation. Your overlays will be nore effective if you use themjudiciously.

Deci de on a workabl e design for your graphics, and use it consistently

t hroughout your presentation. For exanple, always use the sane font for the
text, the same colors for the graphic elenments, such as |ine and boxes, and the
sanme kind of special effects. Consistent use of conputer graphics will nake your
presentation seemnore unified and easier to follow

Use high-quality video equi pnent and software that allows high resolution
graphi cs. Cean the heads on your VCR if you haven't cleaned themlately. The
better the video equi pmrent and conputer inages, the better your overlays wll
| ook.

VWhen shooting a video for an overlay, try to anticipate where your graphics wll
fit into the shot and | eave enough space for them For exanple, if you plan to
superi npose soneone's nane bel ow a close-up of their face, |eave enough roomin
the lower third of the screen. Treat the graphics as an integral part of the
conposition, not as an afterthought.



Desi gni ng For The Screen

Keep it sinple, don't try to cramtoo rmuch into a single overlay. If your video
has |l ots of notion, use sinple graphics. If your graphics are conpl ex, consider
using a still scene for the video portion

Limt the information in each overlay to one or two points. Presenting too nany
facts in one overlay will not help the viewers renenber them Tel evision viewers
may not be able to flip back to review sonething they m ssed.

Use readable fonts for text. Bold, sinple fonts seemcrisp and are easily read
on the screen. The color of your text should contrast with the video colors. If
you plan to record the overlay, nake the text at |east 16 point.

Speci al Consi derations for Conposite Video

Avoi d using conputer graphics that are extrenely bright. If the colors in your
graphics are too intense, especially if they are hot colors such as bright red,
t he graphics may appear to vibrate along the edges. You can correct the problem
by using a less intense color, like off-white instead of white. You can al so
reduce the intensity of a color by allow ng sone of the video inmage to blend in,
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If you are recordi ng your overlays, view themon a conposite nonitor or a
tel evi si on.

Col ors displayed on an RGB nonitor are nore stable than colors displayed on a
conposite nmonitor as they are less likely to shimer or bleed into another
color. If you are recording your overlays on tape, a conposite nonitor or a
television will show you a better representation of the overlay's appearance
during playback. By view ng your overlays this way, w thout an RGB nonitor, you
will be better able to see, and correct, problens before they are recorded on

t he vi deot ape.
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