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Applellc: 80/40 switch

The 80/40 switch on the Apple Ilc only sets a bit in nenory. Wile a program
can read this bit and use the setting in a decision to display 80 or 40
columms, in practice, only a few prograns, e.g. Apple Witer, take advantage
of the switch in that way. In itself, the 80/40 switch does not force 80
colum firmvare on or off; only a software comuand |ike Applesoft's PR#3 or
PR#0 can do that.

The 80/40 switch on the Apple Ilc was designed for custoners who use their
television set as a nonitor. A television set doesn't display 80 colums of
text very legibly; 40 colums reads nmuch better. Unfortunately, nost Apple |
sof tware packages, witten before the Apple Ilc, don't check the bit set by
the 80/40 switch

Because the bit setting is independent fromthe PR#3 conmand, progranmmers can
use the bit set by the 80/40 switch for features other than 80/40 col um
di spl ay:

10 TEXT: HOVE: REM | NI Tl ALI ZATI ON

100 SW TCH = PEEK(49248): REM MEMORY LOCATI ON FOR CURRENT SW TCH SETTI NG
110 VTAB 12

120 IF SWTCH > 127 THEN PRI NT "80/40 SW TCH DOWN': REM OR ANYTHI NG ELSE
130 IF SWTCH < 128 THEN PRI NT "80/40 SWTCH UP ":REM OR ANYTHI NG ELSE
140 GOrTO 100

For more info, see the two-volune Apple Ilc (16K ROM Techni cal Reference
Manual , pages 5 and 77 of Volume | and page 128 of Volume II, or the
one-vol ume manual published by Addi son-Wsl ey, pages 5, 80, and 342.
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