A/UX: Formatting 1.4MB Disks
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["'mrunning AAUX 3.0, and | can't format 1.4MB fl oppy di sks.
| used these comuands:

di skformat -dens 1440 /dev/rfl oppyO
di skformat -dens 1440 /dev/rfdO

| also couldn't format 1.4MB floppy disks under A/UX 2.0.1. | have no
problem formatti ng 800K fl oppy di sks.

DI SCUSSI ON = - - = = = = = = = = x o m ot e f el

You shouldn't have difficulty formatting 1.4MB di sks under A/UX 2.0.1 or
3.0. Here are sone conmon scenarios that may hel p you discover the source
of your probl em

e If you insert an unformatted fl oppy di sk under A/ UX ComuandShel
or AYUX Miulti-Finder environnent, it displays that the disk is
unr eadabl e and asks you to "Eject” or "Initialize". |If you select
"Initialize", it initializes in Macintosh HFS format.

e If you insert a formatted Maci ntosh HFS fl oppy under A/ UX ConmandShel |,
it displays that this is a Macintosh disk and asks if you want to use it

as "UNI X Data" or "Macintosh" or "Eject". |If you select "UNI X Data", the
floppy di sk icon disappears fromthe desktop. Then you can use any A/ UX
conmmand, |ike "diskformat", "tar", "cpio", "dd", "newfs", and so on, to

mani pul ate the floppy disk.

e If you insert a formatted Maci ntosh HFS fl oppy di sk under A/ UX
Mul ti Fi nder, the floppy disk icon should appear on the desktop. If you
switch to A/ UX ConmandShell and try to format it with "diskformat", you
get the "cannot open /dev/rfloppy0" nessage. This is due to the A/ UX
Fi nder currently occupying the floppy disk drive.

e If youinsert a UNIX file type of floppy disk under A/UX CommandShel I, no
floppy di sk icon appears on the desktop. You can nanipul ate the floppy



di sk in UN X

e If you insert a UNIX file type of floppy disk under A/UX Ml tiFi nder
environnent, it will display that this isn't a Macintosh di sk, and ask
if you want to "Eject" or "lnitialize"
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