Problem with A/UX Ipr Queue (11/93)

Article Created: 1 Novenber 1993

Under A/UX 3.0.2, | did the follow ng:

"l pr -PLP1 /spoolin/long" and got error nessage " |pr: /spoolin/long: copy
fileis too large". Howcan | fix this? | need to spool files bigger then
800K, and that seens to be a limt set in A/UX sonewhere? Has this got to
do with ulinmt?
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The problemyou are seeing is not caused by ulinmt. The |pr spooling
system has a default maxi mrum "copy size" of 1000 bl ocks. This is the
largest file size it can print.

This can be increased by nodifying the /etc/printcap file. Al that is
needed is to add a field to the entry for the queue where the |arge print
jobs will be printed.

The field to be added is "mx". |If the value of "nx" is set to O (zero),
then it sets the size to unlinted

For exanpl e,

| p| at | Appl eTal k| post scri pt| Post Scri pt:\
s x=0:\
;1 p=/dev/null:\
sif=/usr/spool /| pd/ Appl eTal k/ifilter:\
:of =/ usr/ spool /| pd/ Appl eTal k/ ofilter:\
:nf=/usr/spool /| pd/ Appl eTal k/ nfilter:\
: sd=/usr/spool /| pd/ Appl eTal k:

Pl ease note that the second |ine says
:mx=0:\
The I pr systemw |l create tenporary files before sending themto the

printer, if you set the value of "nx" to O (zero), you could run out of
di sk space on the vol une where the spool directory is |ocated.



There are a couple of options to prevent this from happening.

One option is to create the file "mnfree" in each spool directory for a
gueue set as unlimted.

The file minfree in each spool directory contains the nunber of disk blocks
to leave free so that the Iine printer queue won't conpletely fill the
disk. You can edit the mnfree file with your favorite text editor

The file should only contain one line with the nunber of blocks, for
exanpl e:

5000

VWhat this will do is prevent the | pr spool systemfromcreating tenporary
files if the disk had | ess than 5000 bl ocks free.

The other option is to use the "-s" flag of the | pr command. This flag
causes synbolic links to be created in the spooler directories instead of
copies of the files to be printed. By creating the synbolic links, this
option conserves the fil e-system space avail abl e.

$ Ilpr -s -PLPL ..
For nore information consult the A/UX manual page for |pr(1).
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